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THE READING TABLE
NEW TRENDS IN CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE
Literature Old and New for Children. By
Annie E. Moore. New York: Houghton
Mifflin Company. 1934. Pp. 446. $1.50.
This book, which is not an anthology,
treats not only the old material usually
found in children's literature texts, by giving the historical and social backgrounds out
of which the distinct types of literature
have sprung, but also more recently published books, by pointing out new material
and its worth according to established
standards and contemporary trends. Because of the uncertainty of the lasting qualities of many twentieth-century tales, Miss
Moore has carefully suggested only a few
types and has given only a short representative list from which college students may
find some of the specific qualities which
make for excellence.
Although various methods of approach to
the study of children's literature are suggested—beginning with books of contemporary writers and going back to earlier
writers for sake of comparisons, for instance, or presenting a body of principles
supposed to govern literary art—reading
and discussing the best examples of each
type to find elements that appeal to children
is the plan followed in this text.
Beginning with Mother Goose, Miss
Moore presents all types from traditional
folk literature to modem fanciful and realistic stories.
Two chapters are devoted to poetry, including some helpful discussion and examples of the three most common types of
English verse and a survey of the periods
and types of poetry written for children.
However, the author is in error when she
classifies " 'Twas the night before Christmas" as a dactylic verse. In her survey of
children's poetry are the older writers, like
Jane and Ann Taylor, as well as presentday writers like A. A. Milne and Walter de
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la Mare, The little intimate touches that she
gives concerning the lives, characteristics,
and works of the "makers" of poetry add
life and enj oyment to the study.
Students will find helpful suggestions and
guidance in analysing, criticizing, selecting,
and adapting the Roman and Norse myths
to the needs of the younger child. They will
also be led into pleasant by-paths in their
study of types of literature by the topics and
problems given at the end of each chapter.
Enticing topics suggested in the study of
Mother Goose include Village Life in Mother Goose and Transportation in Mother
Goose; in the study of fairy stories, a compilation of Who's Who in Fairyland.
Though a few individual writers are
briefly discussed, the life and interpretation
of Hans Christian Andersen is given at
length, offering a method for like treatment
of others.
The book, furthermore, contains many
helpful supplementary bibliographies and
references.
Margaret V. Hoffman
INDISPENSABLE FOR EDUCATIONAL DRAMATICS
Guide to Play Selection. By Milton Smith. (A
Publication of the National Council of Teachers of English.) New York; D. Appleton—
Century Company. 1934. Pp. 174. $1.25. (To
Council Members, 75(1.)
This "descriptive index of full-length and
short plays for production by schools, colleges, and little theatres" contains ingenious
tabulations which serve both to index the
plays listed and to present necessary details
like the number of sets, number of actors,
royalty, type, etc. Furthermore, in the actual lists, there is offered a concise summary of the story of each play. The convenience of this feature—which represents
immense and painstaking labor-—will be immediately evident to directors of dramatics.
A further feature of the book is the series
of prefaces presenting salient characteristics
of the several types of stage and methods
of staging. Here are explained the Greek
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and Roman amphitheater "with circular
playing space, called the orchestra, surrounded on two-thirds of its circumference
by spectators"; the Elizabethan stage, with
its three acting spaces; forestage, inner
stage, and upper stage or balcony; the
eighteenth-century stage with huge apron,
elaborate drops and wings; the modern picture-frame stage, which has developed from
the Elizabethan inner stage, with its use of
box sets and elaborate electric lighting
effects.
Pleasing and distinctive line drawings
provide abundant illustrations of the various types of stage and of a variety of
stage sets. And ample bibliographies are
provided, too.
Professor Smith reminds users of the list
that older plays, "often too respectfully approached as 'classics'," should not be neglected. Many of these plays are suitable "if
they are approached as 'good theater,' and
not as museum pieces."
This list marks the beginning of a cooperative arrangement by which publications of the National Council of Teachers of
English will be distributed by an established
commercial house to "the trade," and at the
same time made available at cost to Council
members.
C. T. L.
HEALTH FACTS
Health Facts for College Students. By Maude
Lee Etheredge. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders
Company. 1934. Pp. 342. $2.00.
Based on material used in the health
classes for women students at the University of Illinois, where Dr. Etheredge is professor of hygiene and medical adviser for
women, this book presents health facts of
interest and importance to college students.
Because there is need of both mental and
emotional adjustment in early college life,
the author has included chapters on the
nervous system, the relation of alcohol to
the nervous system, mental health, rest and
fatigue. The chapters on food present not
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only the usual facts on carbohydrates, proteins and fats, but also discuss calcium,
iron, iodine, and other minerals as well as
the vitamins. Suggestions for menu-planning bear on methods of gaining or losing
weight. Dietary irregularities and constipation are also discussed.
The chapters on reproduction, heredity,
and venereal diseases contain necessary and
desirable information on subjects too often
neglected; the information given is essential to proper attitudes and protection.
Posture, various foot conditions, and exercise, the endocrine glands, the skin, the
eyes, and clothing are discussed in respective chapters, as well as ventilation, artificial
heating, and sanitation.
One is impressed by the simplicity of
style, the lack of unnecessary explanations,
the surprising amount of material included,
and the adequate but concise discussions.
It will be of marked value to all teachers of
health education and advisers in health
problems.
Rachel F. Weems, M. D.
Pecheur D'Islande. By Pierre Loti. Edited by
Colman Dudley Frank. Garden City, New
York; Doubleday, Doran and Company. 1933.
Pp. 215. 804.
This, another edition of Pecheur d'lslande, is fully justified by its freshness of
treatment and by the vital contact which it
establishes with the village of Paimpol and
with Loti's personal experiences. How the
book grew out of the very soil of Brittany
and out of the author's own strange life the
reader sees almost too clearly. In fact, he
feels himself an intruder here among these
intimate revelations ,and remembers gratefully the reticence of Browning:
"A peep through my window, if folk prefer;
But, please you, no foot over threshold of mine!"
The helpful footnotes are literary—the
explanations of grammar and idioms being
relegated to the exercises and vocabulary,
which occupy the latter half of the book.
The purpose of these exercises for the student of French is frankly stated: "You can
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do no better than to note how Loti says a
thing and imitate him."
E. P. C.
The Elements of Statistics. By Warren R.
Good. Ann Arbor, Mich.: The Ann Arbor
Press. 1933. Pp. 30. S0(!.
This is a little booklet on statistics written particularly for students who have had
little training in advanced mathematics.
However, it includes all the material the
average grade or high-school teacher will
ever need in solving the problems of educational statistics he is likely to meet. It will
be helpful, also, to the college undergraduate In the understanding of educational
studies making use of statistics. Interesting
and helpful diagrams are included.
C. P. S.

NEWS OF THE COLLEGE
Student body elections for minor offices,
held ort February 27, resulted in the following returns: vice-president of student government, Frances Jolly, Holland; secretary
of student government, Billye Milnes, Rippon, W. Va.; vice-president of Athletic
Association, Elizabeth ("Mike") Buie,
Lake City, Fla.; business manager of Athletic Association, Hattie Courter, Amelia;
vice-president of Y. W. C. A., Eleanor
("Bobbie") Cook, Charleston, W. Va.; secretary of Y. W. C. A., Elizabeth Thweatt,
Petersburg; treasurer of Y. W. C. A.,
Frances Wells, Suffolk; business manager
of the Breeze, Dorothy Lipscomb, Virginia
Beach; business manager of the Schoolma'am, Mary Blankenship, Clifton Forge;
recorder of points, Alma Fultz, Butterworth; editor of the Handbook, Albertina
Ravenhorst, Lexington; cheer leader, Helen
Madjeski, Elizabeth, N. J.
Lois Bishop, of Norfolk, has been chosen
May Queen for the exercises on May 5.
Marietta Melson, of Machipongo, will be
maid of honor. The twelve attendants in
the Court will be: Hilda Hisey, Edinburg ;
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Mary Page Barnes, Amelia; Kay Carpenter,
Norfolk; Mary Vernon Montgomery, Baskerville; Anne Davies, Ballston; Evelyn
Watkins, Norfolk; Hattie Courter, Amelia;
Dorothy Williams, Norfolk; Conway Gray,
Petersburg; Elizabeth Carson, Lynchburg;
Martha Sheffler, Beckley, W. Va.; Kitty
Glenn, Covington. Lois Bishop was maid
of honor last year and Marietta Melson
was an attendant in the court.
The junior class visited Wonderland with
Alice on their class day, February 23. Led
by Mary Van Landingham, of Petersburg,
president, the juniors presented a veritable
army of Alices in yellow aprons and bandeaux. Harrison Hall was decorated to represent Wonderland, and a large LookingGlass was in the center. A banquet was
given for the class that night.
The juniors, on their class day, elected
the following Mirror: most versatile, Mary
Van Landingham, Petersburg; most intellectual, Ruth Shular, East Stone Gap; most
athletic, Emily Pittman, Gates, N. C.; most
literary, Eugenia Trainum, Meltons; most
dependable, Mary Van Landingham, Petersburg; best looking, Kay Carpenter, Norfolk; most stylish, Florence Holland, Eastville; best dancer, Pam Parkins, Norfolk;
wittiest, Virginia Zehraer, McKinney;
quietest, Edith Todd, Petersburg.
A second honor list, composed of students
who have a B average, has been compiled
by the faculty. Some eighty-eight girls
filled the requirements. This list was compiled in an effort to recognize scholarship
on campus, and to accord with general college practices.
Part-time employment for students who
would otherwise be unable to continue their
education is being offered by the Federal
Emergency Relief Administration. Seventyone scholarships will be granted, twenty-five
percent of which must be given to students
not now attending the college. The work
must be no more than thirty hours a week
or eight hours a day. The salary will average $15.00 a month. The types of work

